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ANTI-FAscist Security Ties... 


In the wake of the Ann Arbor arrests and the Las Vegas murders we thought it was important to review some security tips for anti- 


fascist work, as well as some ideas for future work. Although we’ ve taken a couple of blows, these should let us know that the work 4 | A wa 
we have been doing is important, and now more than ever we should intensify it, take it to a new level. ay | 


*There should be adequate preorganizing for anti-klan/nazi rallies. This means going to cities and towns where fascists plan on 
doing organizing, and do organizing ourselves. We should flyer, hold meetings, try to make local connections with community 
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groups and individuals, do security training, and check out the potential layout for the rally. 4 iy VOLUME 2, ISSUE #1 A DIRECT ACTION ANARCHIST PAPER F R E E 


*We should set meeting times before the rally and show up on time. Showing up late leaves your comrades open to police and fas- 
cist attack. We should show up early and show up strong. Establish a contact number for people to call if they get arrested, and 
have people write it on their body in marker. 


*We should arrive with affinity groups already decided with different tasks. Affinity groups are tight groups of 3-6 people, who will _ = Mi I | I T A W T 
watch each other’s backs during the course of the rally. They can also be organized around tasks, such as leafletting, getting signa- i Bi 
tures, doing security, tactical planning, etc. It is important to have a high level of trust amongst affinity group members, especially 
for high risk assignments like security. A [r 

m | 
*We should advocate black blocs and not going in pens. Black Blocs are designed to increase uniformity and blend identities of N T i A S$ i i 
anti-fascists. They consist of groups of affinity groups dressed in all black with black masks. This way if police try to target indi- 
viduals it makes this very hard. This is especially important since police have been relying on photos and videos to make arrests | 
after rallies. Masks should be worn at all times, unless there are few people wearing them. They should be on before you get to the i ' , me M A S H 
prerally site, because cops will be there taking photos. You should also bring an extra mask, in case one gets soaked with tear gas. j ; F 
Also make sure no identifiable marks are visible like hairdo’s, piercings, or tattoos. 


*It is also important to bring necessary first aid supplies and have an affinity group to attend to this. These may include supplies likey 
water, to first aid supplies for cuts and broken bones, etc. i 


*Having a clear understanding about tactics can help avoid unneccessary arrests and injuries. Before engaging in risky behavior 
weigh the benefits and consequences. Have a tactical, instead of emotional, guide for your actions. On the other hand, remember 
that we are engaged in a serious struggle, and risks are necessary. It is important to spread the risks across a lot of people instead of 
just a few. It’s also important to make sure that fighting isn’t an extension of macho male bullshit. 


*At the end of a rally it is important to leave in groups. Leaving by yourself or in small groups leaves you open to fascist and police 
attacks. Try to find out who was arrested and take a collection. Don’t be stingy when it comes to passing the hat. It could just have 
easily been you on the other side of the bars. 


A NEW HOPE 


*If arrested give the police your identification, but refuse to answer any questions. No matter what police tell you you do not have 
to answer any questions without a lawyer present. Ask to be allowed to contact your lawyer, and/or anti-fascist contact number. 


*On another note it is important that we shift anti-fascist work beyond just a focus on counterdemonstrations against klan and nazi p ANN AR p 0 T PO 


groups. We need to start bringing the struggle to the fascists homes and communities. Instead of just reacting to fascist organizing, 
we need to better understand where they are operating out of , and move to the offensive. a ee 


Active Transformation Contact Info: 


In Detroit: In Lansing: 

PO Box 11508 PO Box 6746 

Detroit, MI 48211 East Lansing, MI 48826 
fax: 313.841.0071 fax: 517.23] 
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ACTIVE TRANSFORMATION 


Vorume 2, Issue #1 


A Direct Action ANarcuist PAPER 


Anti-Racist SKINHEADS 
MURDERED IN Las VEGAS 


Lin “Spit” Newborn and Dan Shersty, anti-racist skinheads from Las 
Vegas Anti-Racist Action (ARA), were murdered, presumably by fascists, over the 
July fourth weekend. Their bodies were found days apart in the Nevada desert 
where ARA members say the various nazi skinheads go to shoot their guns. 

Dan Shersty’s beaten body was found first on Saturday. Police tried to 
claim since Shersty was white and Newborn was Black, that it must have been a 
racial altercation. Newborn was sought as a suspect in the killing, until his body 
was found Monday, only 150 yards from the spot where Shersty’s body was 


found. 


Dan Shersty was an avionics mechanic with the airforce that enjoyed bik- 
ing, skating, and snowboarding. Lin Newborn was a “father figure” for Unity 
Skins, which both were a part of. He was an amateur chef who dreamed of own- 
ing his own restaurant, and had over a dozen piercings and tattoo’s, including one 
with his son’s name. He paid his bills by doing piercing at Tribal Body Piercing 


in Las Vegas. 


After giving a woman a piercing, Spit was invited to a party later. He 
met up with the women that evening and was never seen alive again. The women 
involved have not come forward since Newborn and Shersty’s bodies were found. 
ARA members believe that these women were fascists who lured the ARA skins 


into a deadly trap. 


While Las Vegas police claim the local fascists are neither very well 

- organized, nor much of a threat, Las Vegas residents paint a different picture. In 
recent months ARA members have had frequent altercations with nazi skinheads 

State senator Mike Schneider heard shots in his neighborhood and 
went to investigate. He found that a house of young Black men had been shot up 
by skinheads, after they had been followed home from a pizza joint. This was just 
three weeks earlier. Dickie from ARA started the group with others in response to 
the growth of a nazi skinhead scene. “They are recruiting in the junior high. That 
is something that, yeah, it might scare the public. But it’s also a wake up call, “ 

_ asserted Dickie. Dan and Spit were also dedicated fighters against fascists. They 


in the street. 


refused to back down, and for that they were murdered. 


Las Vegas anti-racists refuse to be intimidated though. Shortly after the 
murders Las Vegas ARA called a demonstration to protest the killing of their com- 
rades. Hundreds showed up to voice their outrage and show support for the fami- 
lies í of of the victims. On Saturday, August 29th the Anti-Racist Action Network 
meena: organized a memorial march in Las Vegas. Over 200 people came to show their 

respect and show that they are willing to stand up against fascist violence. The 
demonstration featured speeches by anti-fascists from all over the U.S. and the 
world. ARA chapters from Detroit, Chicago, Toronto, Los Angeles, Columbus, 


ANN ARBOR POLICE START WITCH HUNT AND 
START ROUNDING UP MILITANT ANTI-FASCISTS 


On May 9th, 1998 in Ann Arbor the Knights of Ku Klux Klan held a recruiting 
rally at the city hall. This was the second Klan rally in two years. About 500 peo- 
ple showed up to protest and shut the Klan down. The rally ended up being a lot 
like the ‘96 rally with clashes between protesters and cops, property being smashed 
and a lot of pepper spray and tear gas. 

The Ann Arbor city government shelled out $137,000 to protect the Klan. 
That is almost twice as much as ‘96. Police dressed in plain clothes roamed the 


crowd taking over 1,000 still photos and 8 video tapes. No one was arrested that 


day. 


On June 27th the Klan was to appear in Kalamazoo following a rally in St. 
Joseph, Benton Harbor. Upon arriving in Kalamazoo 7 Anti-Racist Action (ARA) 
members were immediately surrounded police and interrogated about why they 
were there. It was clearly harassment. 

Upon entering the rally site the 7 ARA members saw the police in riot gear 
harassing some young adults so they wanted to check it out. At that point 4 police 
tackled one of the ARA members from behind, throwing him to the ground. One 
cop had his knee in his back, another had his thumb in a pressure point behind his 


ear, another cop was handcuffing him. 


And it was. 


About 20 minutes later, another crew of ARAers arrived. Police looked 
through there thick photo binder and decided to arrest another ARA member in 
much the same way. Upon questioning this ARAer, the first question that they 
asked of him was not about some criminal activity in Ann Arbor, but rather if he 
was in ARA - showing their true political motives. 

On a day when hundreds of riot cops, state police, county sheriffs and 
Federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearm agents all show up to a Klan rally 
in Kalamazoo, you can be assured that this is the start of something big. 


What followed was over 35 warrants for the activities of militant anti-fas- 
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continued on page 3 


cists back on May 9th in Ann Arbor. The cops went into full swing after June 27th. 
First picking off two ARAers in Kalamazoo, then picking up a handful of National 
Womens Rights Organizing Coalition (NWROC) members outside of an Ann Arbor 
city council meeting. They were breaking into peoples’ homes at 5am to issue 

_ warrants, they were showing up at people’s work in Detroit, they were doing 
everything they could to intimidate and. cripple the militant anti-fascist movement 
in Michigan. And it worked, they got 20 of us, many have gone underground, not 
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WE'RE IBA CC Ke, 


Welcome to the return of Active Transformation. For 
new readers, Active Transformation was an anarchist 
collective from Lansing, Michigan that published 8 
issues of a newspaper between 1993-96. The collective 
came together in the summer of 1993 around continuing 
attacks on Iraq by the United States military, and the 
invasion of Somalia. In this collective many of us were 
politicized around issues of militarism, racism, capital- 
ism, and sexism, as well as anarchism. 

One main focus of the group, that continues to 
this day was antifascist work. Many of us had our first 
activist experiences with NWROC (National Women's 
Rights Organizing Committee) doing clinic defense and 
disruptions of KKK and nazi recruitment rallies. 
Although we gained a lot of experience with street level 
militant direct action, we were turned off by NWROC's 
authoritarian leadership from the RWL (Revolutionary 
Worker's League). Many of us had been inspired to 
anarchism through the punk youth subculture. 

Active Transformation came about in part 
through our disillusionment with punk rock and 
NWROC. We desired a group dedicated to militant 
direct action and a non-hierarchical organizational struc- 
ture. We also wanted something that went beyond the 
punk subculture, that was more multiracial, and rooted in 
our communities. 

Active Transformation took on many actions, 
campaigns, and projects. The Knights of the Ku Klux 
Klan held two rallies in Lansing during the period of 
A.T. and we did everything in our power to try to shut 
them down, expose the red carpet treatment provided to 
them by state and local police, as well as defend those 
who were arrested fighting against the klan's hatred. 

We also took on the project of creating an anar- 
chist community center, called New Society. It was cre- 
ated as a center for outreach into different communities. . 
Here we focused a lot on police racism and brutality, and 
political prisoners. We focused much of our work on 
freedom for Mumia Abu-Jamal who is a former Black 
Panther and radio journalist still on death row in 
Pennsylvania today, framed for killing a cop. A.T. also 


did defense work with a group of Black men and women 
racially targetted by a grand jury for drug offenses, in a 
project called Out For Justice. We also showed movies 
and held forums at New Society. But the project ulti- 
mately failed due to lack of clear goals and responsibili- 
ty. All these projects, and many others were chronicled 
in our newspaper Active Transformation. Hopefully an 
A.T. greatest hits will be compiled in the near future for 
anyone interested. 

After the fall of New Society we entered into a 
close working relationship with MEXA, a Chicano stu- 
dent group. We helped sponsor massive demonstrations 
against Michigan Governor Engler's social service cuts, 
which included cuts in general assisstance, student 
finanacial aid (including the whole Indian tuition waiv- 
er), affirmative action, and increased spending on police 
and prisons. At one point we were even able to confront 
Engler during an MSU homecoming parade. 

We also continued work against police brutali- 
ty. During this time Lansing area police killed two 
African-Americans (Rex Bell and Edward Swans) and 
one Chicano (Jesse Tijerina) under very suspiscous cir- 
cumstances. We took part in a broad movement that 
ensued against police racism, called the March for 
Justice. 

Eventually Active Transformation split up due 
to political differences. Many of the people who had 
been working with A.T. were not anarchist, some even 
embraced authoritarian communist politics. Attempts to 
elaborate our politics more specifically brought to sur- 
face serious differences. We decided to change the 
group to an Anti-Racist Action chapter and continue the 
same work we had been doing. A.T. was supposed to 
become a forum for anarchists to come together and try 
to develop our politics. Instead A.T. no longer worked 
and became defunct. 

The work we continued doing was through 
A.R.A. (Anti-Racist Action). We continued our anti-fas- 
cist work, as well as our work with MEXA, and the 
newly formed Brown Berets, on support for an MSU 
grape boycott. Together we also sucessfully ran a com- 


munity organizing campaign against a new police substa- 
tion on the northside of Lansing. Lansing City Council 
eventually discontinued plans for the station as a result 
of our work. ARA also conducted a series of actions to 
expose a local fake clinic run by Michigan Right to 
Life. 

The decision to bring Active Transformation 
back was the result of many things. ARA has grown into 
a huge network with over 100 chapters across the U.S. 
and Canada. Many local anarchists involved have felt a 
need to develop more clear anarchist politics, and feel 
like ARA is not the best place to do this, since its adher- 
ents represent a broad spectrum of political beliefs and 
methods. We also feel a need for a broader political 
voice in Michigan, and see the newspaper as a tool to 
this end. Others also want a tool for our local, 
statewide, and national organizing, especially for pro- 
jects not falling under ARA. Some of us want the paper 
to be a voice for anarchism within the Anti-Racist Action 
network. 

I am actually the only one left from the original 
A.T. collective. There are a few others who were 
involved and worked on the paper before, but most of 
the collective are new folks from around the state, 
including people who work with Flint, Detroit, Ann 
Arbor, and Lansing ARAs, Detroit Brown Berets, Love 
and Rage Revolutionary Anarchist League, and the 
Trumbull Theatre Collective. We hope you like what 
you see and we hope you communicate your hopes, criti- 
cisms, desires, and comments to us. For now we have 
decided to keep Active Transformation a closed collec- 
tive. If you would like to get involved contact us. We 
would like to encourage all readers to submit contribu- 
tions of articles, artwork, as well as cash to help keep the 
paper coming out. We would also like to encourage 
everyone to organize to fulfill your desires and end your 
oppressions within our lifetimes. 

Onward to Revolution! 
Steve 
A.T. Collective 
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Active Transformation's Points of Unity 


1 -Active Transformation (AT. is a revolution anarchist collec- 
tive. While not everyone in the collective is anarchist, we are all 
anti-authoritarian, egalitarian, and anti-statist. We are in a state 
where the gap between the rich and the poor grows beyond imagina- 
tion. Similarly the situation that Xicanos/ Latinos, Blacks, Native 
Americans, etc. face grows further and further away from those in 
White America. The treatment of women continues to differ significant- 
ly from the privileges which men enjoy, while constraining everyone's 
possibilities. The divide between those who exercise power over the 
lives of others and those who don't is visible in the conditions of 
the cities in which we live. 


2 -We feel it is necessary to react in a revolutionary manner and 
self-organize within the collective. This system has nothing positive 
to offer except to a select few and must be kicked over in the hopes 
of creating a better, egalitarian society, By us taking the steps to 
self-organize we expect to be successful. In securing this success we 
recognize that this will not happen by chance but will take disci- 
pline, determination, analysis and a developed program. 


5 -AT. believes in revolutionary dual power. That is while we 
understand that it is important to kick over this system as soon as 
possible, we also understand that an egalitarian revolution will not 
occur unless there is something to fight for. We plan to show what 
the future society can look like through the development of counter 
institutions today. 


4 -It is necessary to develop counter-institutions, This will chal- 
lenge both the base of the current system by addressing peoples! daily 
lives (thus challenging it's legitimacy) and our current social rela- 
tions. Through these counter-institutions we will create other 
avenues towards revolution and create an accessible point for others 
to add their vision of a liberatory society with ours. 


5 -We believe that revolutionary direct action is necessary to 
destroy our current situation. If we wish to change the world we 
must address what the real er aro and to a gl them we must 
attack them at their r To directly act on the ] r we 
that would change our socia = nati 0 “a revo. EONA manner is 
revolutionary direct action. i 


6 -We are calling for an international mass movement organized 
locally in cells, collectives, etc, These groups should have disci- 
plined members and clearly defined points of unity. We not only 
encourage these developments but see them as essential for the cre- 
ation of a truly revolutionary force in our lifetime. Only through 
these entities can each of us give our voice to the future social 
revolution. 


7 -we feel that autonomy and solidarity are two sides to the same 
coin. Autonomy gives individuals and groups the right to organize 
independently in formations that are not oppressive to others. 
Solidarity says that others shall respect that right to organize and 
that we will struggle along side them in the realization that our 
freedom and liberation is tied to that of others. Solidarity without 
autonomy can lead to nothing but reforms or authoritarian changes 
in power; not true liberation. 


8 -We believe in self-defense. We feel that philosophies of violence 
and non-violence are tactical questions and when used definitively 
they tie ones hands. Although AT. may find violence necessary to 
defend itself and others they are in solidity with; it does not con- 
done all forms of violence. Rape, queer bashing, racist attacks, work- 
ing class on working class violence and theft are all unexcusable 
and will be stood up against, even if people consider themselves to be 
part of our "movement". 


Q -We feel it is necessary to organize. We will organize to make 
social revolution possible. We will organize in our neighborhoods to 
defend our communities against the occupying force called cops. We 
will organize in our workplaces to develop workers! solidarity. We 
will organize to fight back against the class war that we loose at 
every day until we have gained the means of production. We will 
organize to create counter-institutions that will provide the commu- 
nity with what it needs in the spirit of human dignity and mutual 
aid. We will organize, educate, and confront racism, sexism, and homo- 
phobia in society until it is eradicated. We will educate and share 
the resources necessary for others to organize. We will organize to 
the point that social revolution seems inevitable; then we will exer- 
cise all our force and execute this rotten system, building a new 
egalitarian society in it's place 


ARCHER DEFENDS ENVIRONMENTAL RACUSM 


In 1996 President Clinton passed a law that the citizens of Detroit. 
required all federal government agencies to comply to The question has to be asked, is the economy 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964. For the Environmental there to serve the people of Detroit, or are we here to 
Protection Agency this meant that they rewrote their serve it. : 
laws to address and defend against environmental Infant Death Syndrom, cancer, respiratory 
racism. Environmental racism is the idea that most of problems and in short a shorter and shittier life can be 
the highest polluting industries and waste dumps are contributed to the type of pollution that the EPA would 


contained inside of the urban areas of America, where be regulating. Would stopping this hold back Archers 
most people of color live. Thus making the placing of plan for Detroit? If so we say- GOOD! 
these sites in urban areas rather than suburban or rural If we didn’t have grey snow in the pommer OR 
areas, racist. the Southwest side because of Zug Island, or it didn’t 
Rather than praising the federal government smell so bad during the summer that you had to close 
for this obvious advancement for the people of Detroit, your window sometimes in the Cass Corridor because 
at this years Mayoral Convention Archer led the way in of the incinerator we would be a lot happier. Heck ; 
an attack on the EPA. Archer cited that the new regula- we’d be happy if we could just cross I-75 on I-94 with- 


tions would hold back the development of the city. out wondering what the hell we are inhaling. 

We at Active Transformation have to wonder These would be real improvements to the city. 
what Archer is exactly admitting to here. To us it Sure we need development in Detroit, but are we will- 
sounds like two thing, 1. that environmental racism ing to sell ourselves out and eventually kill ourselfves 
does occur in Detroit and that 2. the profits of Illitch, for $6/hr jobs and flashy casinos? 


Ford Chrylser are more important that the well being of 


INS BREAKS HUNGER STRIKE IN CALIFORNIA 


Between 350 and 400 immigration detainees at the El Centro detention facility of the Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS), near San Diego, California, began 
an open-ended hunger strike on July 7 to protest conditions at the facility, including imposition of extremely high bail bonds or refusal to grant bonds; physical abuse, with 
reports of “Swat-team” - like units beating detainees in the middle of the night; and lack of medical treatment. 
The Organization of American States (OAS) Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) visited the facility on July 9 while in San Diego on a scheduled 
tour, and interviewed several of the detainees. Roberto Martinez, director of the US/Mexico Border Program in San Diego, also interviewed protest spokesperson Mohammad 
Bachir. Bachir, a Palestinian who emigrated to the US in 1981 from Southern Lebanon, reported having suffered retaliation for taking part in the hunger strike; he said a guard 
in the mess hall stuck a gun into his ribs. 

By July 15, there were signs that the INS was negotiating with the strikers. In a phone conversation with Martinez, Bachir reported that seven detainees had been grant- 
ed bonds and that the reports of physical abuse were being investigated. He also said that Hector Najera, director of the facility, had issued an order to the guards that no guns be 
brought into the barracks or mess hall. When Najera learned that the US Spanish language television network Telemundo was planning to interview Bachir on July 16 for 


nationwide coverage, he met with Bachir and insisted that Bachir not to speak to Telemundo. In return, Bachir asked Najera to put his promises to the detainees in writing. 
Najera would not, so Bachir refused to cancel the interview. 


On the night of July 15, Bachir was transferred to the INS’s San Pedro facility, where he was thrown to the floor, beaten with a stick and kicked in the head, face, shoul- 
der, and back - all while handcuffed. On July 18, he was again knocked to the floor and beaten by a security guard. 


On July 16, the day after Mohammad left, the entire tactical unit at the El Centro facility was removed. However, hunger striker Nelson Guerrero reported the same day 


that Bachir’s transfer had broken the spirit of the hunger strikers and that the strike had ended. Guerrero explained that the detainees were worried about retaliation if they were 
to continue the strike. 


To protest the transfer and beating of Bachir, contact the INS San Diego District Director, 880 Front St., Room 1-F13, San Diego, CA 92188; phone 619-557-5645 


Everything BUT Patriarchy 


Vague reports briefly mention 
the circumstances and motives of the 
boy killers only to be immediately 
replaced by the usual solutions. The 
expansion of federal law, gun control 
and metal detectors are suggested with- 
out the slightest pause for an anlysis of 
the situation. 


“I saw girls falling 
to the ground” 
-parentvolunteer, Jonesboro 


In the March 24th, 1998 
Jonesboro Arkansas shooting 4 dead 
are girls, in addition to a female 
teacher. Of the 11 wounded 9 are girls. 
One of the wounded is the older boy’s 
ex-girlfriend. The boy’s motive is 
characterized as “having been jilted by 
his girlfriend”. 

In the Dec. 1st, 1997 West 
Paducah Kentucky shooting all 3 of the 
dead are girls. 

On October Ist, 1997, a 
younger boy in Pearl, Missouri killed 
his mother, and went to school shoot- 
ing. Among the 2 dead is his ex-girl- 
friend. 

In a May 19th shooting a high 
school senior killed a classmate 
because they had “argued over a girl”. 

There weren’t just the 13 girls 
shot in Jonesboro falling to the ground 
in the last year. Dead, wounded and 
traumatized girls were falling all over. 

So now boys as young as 11 
feel alright about killing girls and ex- 


girlfriends. Not suprising considering _ 


ve live 1 a society Dased on domi- 
nance, particularly male dominance. 
From TV shows which portray 


Eat 


are getting the misogynist message as 
loudly as ever. 


“We're not going to get 
over this in a day or 
two,’ said a school employ- 
ee in Jonesboro,“It’s 
gonna hurt us” 


The school employee is refer- 
ing to the school and the community of 
Jonesboro when she emphasizes the 
long term effect of the shootings. 
Undoubtedly Kara Tate, 11, will never 
forget the day she was told by the older 
shooter that “he was definetly going to 
shoot Candace because she had broken 
up with him.” 

Neither will Melinda Henson, 
12, forget that “(h)e told us ‘tomorrow 
you find out if you live or die.” The 
experience of these girls certainly will 
persist in their own minds and in the 
minds of other girls and women who 
hear their story. 

The story of these girls only 
reinforces an all too familiar societal 
lesson. As a girl or woman, you can 
choose to end or regualte your relation- 
ships with men or boys, if you are will- 
ing to accept the consequences. Male 
anger and violence is being used as a 
detterant to female autonomy. Fear that 
if we don’t choose right, act right, dress 
right and talk right that the conse- 
quences might be painful or deadly is 
being used to control us. “I am heart- 
broken. I have two daughters,” said 
Dee Russell, a 46-year old Jonesboro 
housewife who held two young girls by 
her side. 


understanding of their victimization in 


“Like all of you, I do not 
understand what dark 
force could have driven 
young people to do this 
terrible thing. I have 
seen many children 
killed by political 
fanatics. But in some 
ways this is even hard- 
er to grap” 


-Pres. Clinton on Jonesboro 

Various causes are analyzed in 
the media: a culture of violence, broken 
homes, the outcast theory. Everything 
but patriarchy. Everything but male 
anger at not being able to control girls 
and women. In each incident 
bystanders describe the killings as 
exceptions. “This is a freak accident,” 
said the principal at Jonesboro. 

A study commissioned by the 
President in response to one of the first 
“school yard killings” says there were 
4,000 rapes in American schools during 
the “96-’97 school year. Husbands and 
boyfriends are the leading killers of 
women. The perception that male vio- 
lence against women and girls is out of 
the ordinary furhter isolates those who 
experience violent situations. These 
girls were shot by the ideas of political 
fanatics, and the dark force called patri- 
archy. a 


“shooting sprees would benefit from an 


cussion of patriarchy and the violence it 


creates in our lives. Instead we get told 
that metal detectors and expanded state 
control in shcools should make us feel 
safe. A police state is going to protect 
us from male dominance. At least, that 
is what we are expected to believe. 


“It’s makes me angry 
not so much at the indi- 
vidual children.. as 
much as angry at a 
world in which such a 
thing can happen?’ 

-Governor of Arkansas 


It’s nice to see public people 
make a rational statement every so 
often. It should make us angry. The 
denial of male violence and anger’s 
role in enforcing patriarchy also denies 
women and girls their own anger. 
Ultimately it denies us the reasons and 
information to act on our own against 
the ways in which patriarchy is hurting 
us. 

By rejecting the solution the 
status quo offers us, an expansion of the 
police state, the root of the problem 
emerges. Either through boy killers or 
the men and women in blue, the fear of 
violence, coercion and control are 
responsible for hurting people. We 
have to stop worshipping control and 
power and start building communities, 
based on autonomy, mutual aid, and 
solidarity. Then we'll begin to have a 
reason to feel safe. 


TAKE 120 TONS OF FOOD 


Boa Vista, Brazil (July 15, 1998) -- Farmer work- 
ers connected with the Landless movement, 
diverted five trucks carrying 120 tons of 
food. The trucks were robbed on the BR 
highway in the interior of the state of 

<a Pernambuco. This is the 17th case of 
stolen food organized by the Landless 
movement in Pernambuco and the 


& 
THREE HUNDRED LANDLESS BRAZILIANS ‘echo around 5 y 


am and within 30 ‘ 


minutes they had blocked the road between $ 
the towns of Boa Vista and Langoa Grande. S 


To slow down the trucks they had 
placed rocks and timber on the road caus- 
ing the trucks to slow down and stop. 


When the trucks stopped, members of the § 


Landless movement got into the truck and 
asked the driver to bring food to the 
encampment in Agroisa. 

The truck carried sugar, corn, 


seventh on that particular stretch 
of road during the drought. The 
last plundering took place on 
June 22. 
More than 300 people par- 
ticipated in the hijacking 
of the food trucks. 
According to the 
Landless people 
they arrived at 
the location of 
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FAR THE MURDERED ANARCHISTS 


Athens, Greece (July 28th, 1998)-- The burnt out, while the fire threatened the residents of an 
tragic end of two anarchists in appartment, the fire reaching its balcony. 

Italy was the motive for the According to the unknown person. took responsi- 

"Social Consent Arsonists" bility for one of the offenses against a FIAT local agency, 

group to deploy offensive bar- the attack was "a manifestation of international solidarity 

rage last night, for the murdered anarchists Edduardo Massaro and Maria 

choosing"Italian targets". Rossas in a context of persecutions and terrorization that 

Offenses took place in the Italian State has recently launch against anarchists. 

a period of one hour in Our common struggle against the State and the Power does 

three different Athens not recognize borders. Against the State of terror and vio- 

areas. In Ano lence we shall use revolutionary violence and solidarity. 

Patisia, Thestruggle keeps on. Freedom for the imprisoned Italian 
Aleksandras anarchists". 
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ani aia  Edduardo Massaro, from Italy, and Maria Soledad 
Kareas Av. Rossas, from Argentina, were arrested by the Italian 
10 vehi- authorities and charged for a series of attacks. Massaro 
c les killed himself while in prison, three months ago, Soledad 
were Rossas killed herself three weeks ago, while she was con- 
fined in some institute. 
The first offence was 1:25 am last night, in Ano 
Patisia. The target was two cars of the Italian embassy in 
Athens. The unknown arsonists used flameable liquid to 
burn the vehicles. The same time another target of the 
possibly unknown arsonists, the FIAT agency in 158 
Aleksandras Av. Three cars were destroyed outside 
the agency. 

At 2:00 a.m. another agency of FIAT and 

Alfa Romeo, called "Promat", was the target in 
30 Kareas Av. where five cars destroyed. 

A few hours later a new upset for the 
oat Police, when unknown person called for 
some explossive apparatus next to 

"Ferrari" agency. Police searched the 
area and a box was found. It was 
containing clothes and pebbles. 
For precautionary reasons there 
were two controlled explo- 
tions, by the Police. On the 
agency's front glass the 
unknowon had written, 


macaroni, powdered milk, cream crackers, 
etc. The food was distributed among the 
hungary in Agroisa, Caxanga, Lagoa $ 
Grande and Jacare in Juazeiro. 

About one thousand families 
according to the Rural Landless Workers 
Movement occupied four estates in Mato 
Grosso. They say that all of the lands that 
are being occupied is land that is being 
misappropriated. 


"Revenge for 
Eduardo Massaro 
and Maria 


Rossas". 
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East Boston 1955 


It’s three blocks from the subway to the candy-factory. 

Two short blocks of simple businesses, a barbershop. 
Tin-Smith, Mary’s grocery store, a bowling alley one flight up. 
In summer, tavern doors open, mens bars mostly, 

Some are noisy, gregarious, one is dark, dank like a cave. 
Longshoremen. rail yard workers, petty gangsters, sports fans. 
Bookies and theives of busted crates and openned boxcars. 


One long block, the projects, a red and white brick monolith. 
Tall and square along a wide cobblestone street 

that borders the waterfront with its wharves and weedtrees. 
Windows close by the sidewalk, voices, radios, 

the clatter of dishes and the smells of cooking. 


Window screens bulged and broken by the foreheads of curious youth. 


Youngsters by the score, playing whist in doorways, 
Sitting on stoops, hanging from railings and banasters. 
Playing half-ball with mopsticks, throwing pebbles from rooftops. 


(BLA). Ca 


Kuwast: WE WILL Never FORGET 


Kuwasi Balagoon was 
an anarchist revolutionary and 
a prisoner of war. 

Throughout his adult life, 
Kuwasi was a dedicated free- 
dom fighter, beginning with 
his resistance to racism in the 
US military when he was 17. 
After his discharge, he 
became an active tenants’ 
rights organizer in New York 
City before joining the Black 
Panther Party. He first 
became generally recognized 
in 1968 when he went under- 
ground after his indictment in 
the New York “Panther 21” 
case. After the defendants 
were acquitted (two years 
later) of all the 156 charges 
leveled against them by the 
state, Kuwasi remained 
underground as a soldier in 
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tured, he spent 
much of the late ‘70s in 
prison, escaping twice. His — 
final stay within the walls 
began after he was arrested 
in December 1981. He was 
charged with having partici- 
pated along with others in a 
BLA unit called the 
Revolutionary Armed Task 
Force (RATF) in the expro- 
priation of a Brinks truck in 
Nyack, New York on 
October 21 of the same 
year. Two members of the 
West Nyack police force 


had been killed during the 
action and Kuwasi was sen- 
tenced to a lifetime in prison. 
Kuwasi Balagoon had a 
strong influence on many rev- 
olutionaries in the 1970s and 
1980s. He had spent a total of 
ten years behind bars until 
December 13, 1986 when he 
succumbed to a form of pneu- 
monia induced by the AIDS 
virus and passed away ina 
state prison hospital. Kuwasi 
was one of the first Black 
activists to adopt and advo- 
cate revolutionary anarchism. 
He will be remembered. 
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Which is more threatening to the women 

who come from the subway early each morning? 
To make that three block walk to the candy factory, 
then back again in the afternoons. 


The mornings must be a pleasure 


the streets empty and quiet. 
Compared to the afternoons, 


crowded with youngfolk and old 


who stop and stare at the women who come 


from another world 


to make chocolate candies in a nine storied building 
down by the harbor that separates 


their world from ours, 
Black from White. 


Tom Manning 
#10373016 
Box1000 
Leavenworth, KS 
66048-1000 
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TOTAL ABOLITION NOW! 


The introduction to the American Friends Service Committee (AFSC) book- 
let, “The way a society treats people convicted of crimes is an indicator of 
human values of that society”. With that in mind, its not hard to tell where 
America’s values currently lie. Witness the inner-workings of our prison sys- 
tems and you will see that the United States still very much values slavery. 
The United States supposedly abolished slayery through enactment of 
the 13th Amendment to the U.S. constitution. However, the prevailing eco- 
nomic interests of the capitalist system dictated that somebody must serve as 
the slave class. This prevented congress, lapdog of the ruling class, from 
completely abolishing the American slavocracy. Historically, the U.S. con- 
gress has been very compliant in passing whatever legislation, including dec- 
larations of war, that furthers the interests of the capitalist ruling class at the 
expense of the rest of American society. This is why congress inserted an 
exception into the 13th Amendment allowing for the continued use of prison- 
ers as slaves. 
America freed the slaves as a race of people in bondage, but contin- 
ues the practice unfettered by enslaving a “class” of people instead. This 
class consists almost exclusively of minorities, the poor, and the working 
class. Its this class that now labors as slaves in the American gulag systems. 
Big name corporations, including the worlds largest producer of software, 
aren’t satisfied with the already obscene profits they are making. No, they 
reap even bigger profits on the backs of prison slaves in American prisons. 
Whether they’re selling sensationalist newscasts or the latest in 
repressive prison technology, corporate America 
has a lot at stake in seeing the perpetuation of the 
prison/industrial complex and its accompanying 
slavocracy. It is only by virtue of the prison slave 
class that allows for the continued expansion of 
this repressive and discredited form of “criminal 
justice”. otherwise, the American galag system 
would Soe from pe aniis ak its monstrous 
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labor is th backbone of iis osar. 

At the dawning of the 21st century it’s time to 
take a stand for total abolition of slavery. Lets lift 
up our voices in Opposition to class-based slavery 
and the capitalist economic interests that perpetuate 
it. We need brave souls who are not afraid to look 
their neighbor in the eye and say unequivically, 
“Slavery in any form is wrong! No man, woman or 
child, regardless of social station, should ever be 
treated as a beast of burden” 


Ronald A. Young 
#625541 

Huntsville Unit 

P.O. Box 32 
Huntsville, TX 77348 


An les Ci St 
Prisoner Network 


As a supporter of Anti-Racist Action and 
as a member of the United Anarchist 
Front imprisoned for an anti-racist diect 
action, Christopher Lee Plummer would 
like the aid of dedicated and committed 
individuals or groups to help in building 
an Anti-Fascist Prisoner Network. With 
the aid of people on the inside and espe- 
cially those on the outside, our comrades, 
such as Chris can continue to fight the 
racist/fascist plague that is well alive in 
our country. If you would like to join 
forces with Chris and build this much 
needed program, then please get in touch 
with Chris at: 
Christopher Lee Plummer 
#677345 
Rt. 2 Box 4400 
Gatesville, TX 76597 


THEY CAN KILL US BUT THEY CAN'T STOP U5 


This isn’t the first time we have suffered the lost of our family. The May 
13th 1985 bombing of our family was devastating not only to us but the world! 
The death of our sister Merle is no different- the system killed our at Be) 
13th, the system killed Merle March 13th. MOVE ; 
people know who the real enemy is, this system, and 
because of John Africa we’ve never been under the illu- 
sion about the treachery of this enemy. For over 20 
years officials, politicians, those running this system 
have tried to stop the MOVE organization from putting 
out the truth about their crimes against all of life. They 
tried to silence us with bribery when that didn’t work 
they came at us with blackjacks and false arrests, when 
that didn’t work they came at us with guns and when 
that didn’t work they dropped a bomb on our family. And yall can see by the 
strong consistent example of move people in prison and on the streets, that this 
system’s bomb didn’t work either! But just like the May 13th Bombing of our 
children, sisters and brothers didn’t stop MOVE, the death of our sister Merle 
ain’t gone stop us now. It’s doin just the opposite, long live revolution! It should 
be clear to people at this point how this government feels about anybody who dare 
to standup against this system and it should be clear after the examples with 
MOVE that this government wills top at nothing to get rid of people who fight 
this system. This system tried to kill the MOVE 9 on August 8, 1978 with auto- 
matic weapons, deluge guns, gas and other explosives and when they didn’t suc- 
ceed, they continued trying to kill us while in these prisons. The courts have us 
100 years each in prison knowing we’re innocent, we’ve done 20 years already 
and in these 20 years we’ve been attacked by guards with fire hoses, pipes, ice 
picks and dogs; we’ ve been locked in solitary confinement for 3, 4, 5 years at a 
time, we’ ve been raped of our blood and had something foreign injected into us 
that made 3 us sick while on a 50 hunger strike; some of us was almost killed in 
the Camp Hill Riots, we’ve been separated an at times held incommunicado from 
each other and our family. We’ve been denied our natural raw food diet and 
threatened with misconducts if we have more than one piece of fruit in our posses- 
sion. This is why there is no doubt in our minds that this system killed Merle. 
This system is doing all it can to make sure the MOVE 9 don’t come out of these 
prisons alive. because they see they can’t break us, can’t makes us turn traitor’ 
against our belief, against revolution! John Africa’s teaching, our belief is the 
most important thing to us, we swill never leave MOVE! We are going to stay 
strong and keep fighting for what is right, to do anything less would be to make 
the deaths of our family May 13th and Merle’s death to have been in vain and we 
will never let that happen, we’re here to tell yall not to get discouraged or hope- 
less because the strong example MOVE has set is still here and will always be 
here. The seed of revolution has been planted and there is nothing this system can 

- do to stop it! To quote John Africa and Coordinator, “ the MOVE organization is 
not a martyrdom example, we are not suicidal, sacrificial, scape goats, self 


‘| destructive, we’re-revolutionaries, strategic revolutionaries with expertise in every" — 


facet of systematic confrontation, MOVE is strong willed, clear visioned, one 
minded, true in dedication, MOVE don’t stagger, waver,. stumble or fall short, 
with the move organization a step forward is a step gained and a step lost for the 
system because the MOVE organization will not take a step backwards, our aim is 
revolution, our trust is in momma, our drive is consistency, our target this system 
and we will not be stopped for we have the courage of life, the understanding of 
true law and the power of god in both fists,” John Africa, long live John Africa, 
long live revolution, long live revolution and down with this rotten system! 

ON THE MOVE 

Janine, Janet and Debbie of the MOVE 
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TAKE 120 TONS OF FOOD 


Boa Vista, Brazil (July 15, 1998) -- Farmer work- 
ers connected with the Landless movement, 
diverted five trucks carrying 120 tons of 
food. The trucks were robbed on the BR 
highway in the interior of the state of 
Pernambuco. This is the 17th case of 
stolen food organized by the Landless 
movement in Pernambuco and the 
seventh on that particular stretch 
of road during the drought. The 
last plundering took place on 
June 22. 
More than 300 people par- 
ticipated in the hijacking 
of the food trucks. 
According to the 
Landless people 
they arrived at 
the location of 
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THREE HUNDRED LANDLESS BRAZILIANS ‘bey around 5 y, 


am and within 30 ‘ 
minutes they had blocked the road between $ 
the towns of Boa Vista and Langoa Grande. 

To slow down the trucks they had 
placed rocks and timber on the road caus- 
ing the trucks to slow down and stop. 
When the trucks stopped, members of the § 
Landless movement got into the truck and 
asked the driver to bring food to the 
encampment in Agroisa. 

The truck. carried sugar, corn, 
macaroni, powdered milk, cream crackers, 
etc. The food was distributed among the 
hungary in Agroisa, Caxanga, Lagoa 
Grande and Jacare in Juazeiro. 

About one thousand families 
according to the Rural Landless Workers 
Movement occupied four estates in Mato 
Grosso. They say that all of the lands that 
are being occupied is land that is being 
misappropriated. 


Athens, Greece (July 28th, 1998)-- The 
tragic end of two anarchists in 
Italy was the motive for the 
"Social Consent Arsonists" 
group to deploy offensive bar- 


rage last night, 
choosing"Italian targets". 


Offenses took place in 
a period of one hour in 
three different Athens 
areas. In Ano 

P asti sata, 
Aleksandras 
AV and 
Kareas Av. 
10 vehi- 
C= le=s 
were 
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burnt out, while: the fire threatened the residents of an 
appartment, the fire reaching its balcony. 

According to the unknown person took responsi- 
bility for one of the offenses against a FIAT local agency, 
the attack was "a manifestation of international solidarity 
for the murdered anarchists Edduardo Massaro and Maria 
Rossas in a context of persecutions and terrorization that 
the Italian State has recently launch against anarchists. 
Our common struggle against the State and the Power does 
not recognize borders. Against the State of terror and vio- 
lence we shall use revolutionary violence and solidarity. 
The struggle keeps on. Freedom for the imprisoned Italian 
anarchists". 

Edduardo Massaro, from Italy, and Maria Soledad 
Rossas, from Argentina, were arrested by the Italian 
authorities and charged for a series of attacks. Massaro 
killed himself while in prison, three months ago, Soledad 
Rossas killed herself three weeks ago, while she was con- 
fined in some institute. 

The first offence was 1:25 am last night, in Ano 
Patisia. The target was two cars of the Italian embassy in 
Athens. The unknown arsonists used flameable liquid to 

burn the vehicles. The same time another target of the 
possibly unknown arsonists, the FIAT agency in 158 
Aleksandras Av. Three cars were destroyed outside 
the agency. 
At 2:00 a.m. another agency of FIAT and 
Alfa Romeo, called "Promat", was the target in 
30 Kareas Av. where five cars destroyed. 
A few hours later a new upset for the 
Police, when unknown person called for 
some explossive apparatus next to 
"Ferrari" agency. Police searched the 
area and a box was found. It was 
containing clothes and pebbles. 
For precautionary reasons there 
were two controlled explo- 
tions, by the Police. On the 
agency's front glass the 
unknowon had written, 
"Revenge for 
Eduardo Massaro 
and Maria 
Rossas". 
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WE MAY HAVETO WORK OUR ENTIRE LIVES 


guerrillas) a Asia/Pacific section of the Survey. The military dicta- 


2939 Trade Unionists Were Killed in 4 997 group which has torship in Burma once again stands out for its ferocious 
adopted as one repression of its opponents, including the national trade 

DAMNING FIGURES, listing a total of 116 coun- of its principal slogans "Unions Out of Colombia". The union federation, the FTUB, whose leaders have had to 

tries, a recent report reveals that 299 trade unionists impunity enjoyed by these groups and their members, respon- go underground for fear of their lives. 

were killed in 1997. Cases of violence amounted to sible for most of the assassinations of trade unionists, is high- More and more strikes are also taking place in 


1,681. Nearly 2,400 people were arrested and lighted in the report, which points to the complicity of the China in protest mainly at rising unemployment. 
detained in 1997 for their trade union activities, and _ intelligenceservice. "Pressure is mounting. It is hard to say just how 
over 50,000 workers lost their jobs for the same rea- A case in point is that of Jorge Eliecer Marin Trujillo, long the government's repressive tactics can prevent the 
son. president of a municipal workers' union in Chinchina. In situation from exploding" comments the report on 


290 trade unionists received death threats. 
More than 3,000 activists were placed under police 
surveillance and 450 strikes were fiercely repressed. 
Over 80 countries have placed legal obstacles in the 
way of the freedom of association, while in 79 coun- 
tries the government interferes in trade union affairs. 

In Djibouti, the police opened fire on trade 
unionists who protested at months of salary arrears 
while in Niger more than 20 trade union leaders were 
imprisoned for taking strike action to demand the 
opening of negotiations with the government. 

The report identifies several death squads 


December 1996, he had to leave his home following death China, which it accuses of repressing all signs of inde- 
threats from the MAS. The threats resumed in March 1997, pendent trade unionism. The events in Indonesia should 
and just happened to coincide with an investigation into his make Chinese leaders stop and think. 
activities by the police and the secret services, who were ques- The textile workers of Bangladesh and 
tioning his colleagues. Cambodia were the prime targets of repression in both 
In Colombia the teachers’ unions have become the these countries. In Bangladesh, a rally last December of 
killers' favourite target (61 victims in 1997); links are emerg- 2,000 clothing workers who were protesting about their 
ing between paramilitary groups and certain government working conditions ended in bloodshed. The demon- 
police departments. strators were attacked by a group of individuals armed 
While in Brazil confrontations between landowners with iron bars and knives. One person died. 
and landless peasants resulted in at least another 20 victims In Russia, the survey estimates, 20 million 
among the peasants in 1997, the workers' of Central America workers were not paid for several months. In the first 


specialising in wiping out trade unionists. The names 
they give themselves leave little doubt as to their 
intentions: Musind, or MAS (standing for death to 
trade unionists) and Colsingue (Colombia without 


HAN YOUNG 
WORKERS STRIKE! 


Tijuana, Baja California -- 
On May 22nd workers at the Han 
Young Factory in Tijuana, Baja 
California, Mexio struck. Han 
Young makes truck chassis under 
contract for Hyundai Corporation. 

They struck for recognition 
of their independent union, a 35 % 
wage increase, wage scales based on 
seniority and experience, and a prof- 
it-sharing plan in accordance with 


By June 2nd the city’s 
labor board declared that the work- 


ers return to work. This was not ` 


before 100 “Special Forces” officers *~: 


(aka SWAT) broke up a picket and 


burned strike flags in the street. _ 


Police arrested the main union orga- 
nizer, Enrique Hernandez and the 
unions lawyer, Jose Peaflor. And 


the company finally on May 27th ` — 


the conducted a union vote with 
people who never worked at the 
plant, surprisingly these hand picked 
scabs wanted to “return to work”. 

This strike is significant 
because, other than being the first in 
what looks like a possible string of 
strikes in the maquiladoras, it is also 
being held by an independent union. 

“We're challenging the 
system the government uses to 
attract foreign investment,” 
Hernandez says. “They keep wages 
low by encouraging corrupt unions 
to sign protection contracts with 
maquiladora owners, guaranteeing 
labor peace. If our strike is success- 
ful, thousands of other workers will 
try to break out of that system.” 
Almost a million workers labor in 
over 2700 low-wage factories along 
the border. 

Recently, 7 replacement 
workers quit and returned home in a 
group to Sonora. Another 6 previ- 
ously had quit as individuals, leav- 
ing only 27 of the original 40. 
Production at the factory has 
dropped to about one chassis per 
day, compared with 20 to 21 with 
the real workforce. There have been 
three work stoppages by the replace- 
ment workers. 


200 Strikers 


Hide Out in Law 
Offices in Jakarta 


Jakarta, Indonesia (July 22, 1998) 
-- Since yesterday night around 200 
Mayora Indah women workers have been 
staying at the Jakarta Indonesian Legal Aid 
Offices (LBH) because the are afraid of 
intimidation and other acts of terror fol- 
lowing a clash at the company last week. 

A staff member from the labor 
division of Jakarta LBH, Yuana 
Berliyanty, explained that since the clash 
occurred, hundreds of women workers 
have been gripped by fear because they 
were threatened by company “hired 
thugs” and workers who did not support 
them over a strike action of July 15-16. 

“Because of this, since yesterday 
night they have slept over at the Jakarta 
LBH offices because they feel threat- 
ened”, Yuana said yesterday. 

Workers who were against the 
action and strike attacked their friends 
who were demanding wage increases and 
workers rights, said Yuana. A physical 
clash could not be avoided when the 


have been faced with a particularly lethal anti-union cocktail: 
export processing zones, solidarism and black lists. 

1997 was marked by many violations of trade union 
rights in Asia. Twenty seven countries are cited in the 


“hired-thugs” and pro company workers 
tried to prevent the workers’ action. 

According to Yuana, who quoted 
one of the women workers, the physical 
confrontation did not get of hand because 
of the timely intervention of the local 
police and Tangerang military. “But 
women workers were threatened with the 
sack and violence if they continued with 
the strike’, said Romlah, the coordinator 
of the women workers who requested 
legal protection from Jakarta LBH. This 
was despite the fact that the action was 
peaceful and workers only shouted 
demands which called for improvements 
in working conditions. 

Yuana explained that since yes- 
terday, LBH Jakarta had not been able to 
hold talks with the Mayora Indah manage- 
ment because they did not yet have an 
agreement to mediate. The women work- 
ers and those who held the strike felt con- 
cerned if the mediation was held at the 
factory or the company offices. “They are 
still traumatized by the physical con- 
frontation.” (Translated by James 
Balowski, ASIET Publication and 
Information Officer) 


nine months of 1997, unions in Samara brought 2000 
cases against employers, and collected nearly 20 million 
dollars in back wages. The total back wages for the 
whole country amounts to a staggering 10 billion dollars. 


THOUSANDS INVOLVED IN TWO 


STRIKES IN MAQUILADORAS 
MOVEMENTS REPRESSED BY MANAGEMENT 


Thousands of workers at two 
maquiladoras near the U.S. - Mexico border 
struck in June. Together with the fight for an 
independent union at the Han Young plant in 
Tijuana, these work stoppages and strikes 
could presage the beginning of a new level of 
activity amony the maquiladora workers. — 

Some 2,500 workers at the 


` Vestiduras Fronterizas plant in Cuidad Juarez, 
, Chihuahua stopped work for three hours on 
June lst to demand recognition of their union, 


and better wages. dred riot police 
showed up and tried to end the work stoppage, 


but the workers in the plant whistled and hoot- 


ed at the police who then withdrew: 

The work stoppage was called by the 
local leader of the Conferederation of 
Mexican Workers (CTM) and congressman 
for the PRI Jose de Jesus Diaz Monarrez. 
Diaz Monarrez said the union was protesting 
the failure of the local labor board (JCLA) to 
grant the union an official union registration. 
The company had fired 40 worker activists the 
day before the protest in an attempt to prevent 
the work stoppage. 

The union election was held shortly 
afterwards, and according to sources in 
Chihuahua 180 workers voted in favor of the 
union. Other workers were afraid to vote for 
the union because they learned that their meet- 
ings with the union had been videotaped, they 
had been identified, and in captive audience 
meetings, the employer told them that they 
would be fired and black listed if the union 
won. 

Many workers who supported the 
union organizing effort were in fact fired, with 
management giving a variety of reasons, from 
missing work, arriving late, not complying 
with productivity standards, etc. Apparently 
the company felt it would be better to fire all 
the troublemakers before the strike broke out. 

At almost the same time, in the town 
of Francisco I. Madero, Coahuila workers 
demanding higher pay carried out a massive 
stay-at-home, causing the Liga Mayor 
maquiladora to shut down. In retaliation, 
management fired the entire workforce on 
June 2nd. The workers then asked for the 
intervention of their local mayor, Jose 
Francisco Lucio Ortiz. Fired workers have 
threatened to take the plant by force and occu- 
py it if they do not receive their severence pay. 
So far their problems have not been resolved. 


Bae DONT NEBD BOSSES TO DOD 


IPEN LETTER FROM ASSATA SHAKUR 


Date sent: Wed, 1 Apr 1998 00:18:35 EST 

My name is Assata Shakur, and I am a 
20th century escaped slave. Because of govern- 
ment persecution, I was left with no other choice 
than to flee from the political repression, racism 
and violence that dominate the US government's 
policy towards people of color. I am an ex-politi- 
cal prisoner, and I have been living in exile in 
Cuba since 1984. 


I have been a political activist most of 


my life, and although the U.S. government has... Suspicious." 


done everything in its power to criminalize me, I 
am not a criminal, nor have. ever been one. In the 


1960s, I participated in various struggles: the 


black liberation movement, the student rights 
movement, and the movement to end the war in 
Vietnam. I joined the Black Panther Party. By 
1969 the Black Panther Party had become the 
number one organization targeted by the FBI's 


i COINTELPRO program. Because the Black 


Panther Party demanded the total liberation of 
black people, J. Edgar Hoover called it "greatest 
threat to the internal security of the country” and 
vowed to destroy it and its leaders and activists. 

In 1978, my case was one of many cases 
bought before the United Nations Organization in 
a petition filed by the National Conference of 
Black Lawyers, the National Alliance Against 
Racist and Political Repression, and the United 
Church of Christ Commission for Racial Justice, 
exposing the existence of political prisoners in the 
United States, their political persecution, and the 
cruel and inhuman treatment they receive in US 
prisons. According to the report: 

The FBI and the New York 
Police Department in particular, 
charged and accused Assata Shakur 
Of participating in attacks. on 


law enforcement personnel and 
widely circulated such charges 
and accusations among police 


agencies and units. The FBI and 
the NYPD further charged her as 
being a = leader -of the -Black 
Liberation Army which the govern- 
ment and its respective agencies 
described as an organization 
engaged in the shooting of police 
officers. This description of the 
Black Liberation Army and the 
accusation of Assata Shakur's 
relationship to it was widely 
circulated by government agents 
among police agencies and units. 
As a result of these activities by 


the government, Ms. Shakur became 
a hunted person; posters in 
police precincts and banks 


described her as being involved 


in serious crimi- 


nal activities; 
she was high- 
lighted on the 


FBI's most wanted 
tasis and to 
police at all 
levels she became 
a "shoot- to~ 
kill' target." 

I was falsely accused in 
six different “criminal 
cases" and in all six of 
these cases I was eventu- 
ally acquitted or the 
charges were dismissed. 
The fact that I was 
acquitted or that the 
charges were dismissed, 
did not mean that I 
received justice in the 
courts, that was certainly 
not the case. It only 
meant that the "evidence" 
presented against me was 
so flimsy and false that 
my innocence became 
E evident. This political 
persecution was part and 
parcel of the govern- 
ment's policy of eliminat- 
ing political opponents 
by charging them with 
crimes and arresting them 
with no regard to the fac- 
tual basis of. such 
charges. 

On May 2, 1973 I, along with Zayd Malik 
Shakur and Sundiata Acoli were stopped on the 
New Jersey Turnpike, supposedly for a "faulty tail 
light." Sundiata Acoli got out of the car to deter- 
mine why we were stopped. Zayd and I remained 
in the car. State trooper Harper then came to the 
car, opened the door and began to question us. 
Because we were black, and riding in a car with 
Vermont license plates, he claimed he became 
then, drew his, gun,-pointed i 
us, and us to put our hands up in the air, in 
front of us, where he could see them. I complied 
and in a split second, there was a sound that came 
from outside the car, there was a sudden move- 
ment, and I was shot once with my arms held up in 
the air, and then once again from the back. Zayd 
Malik Shakur was later killed, trooper Werner 
Foerster was killed, and even though trooper 
Harper admitted that he shot and killed Zayd 
Malik Shakur, under the New Jersey felony mur- 
der law, I was charged with killing both Zayd 
Malik Shakur, who was my closest friend and 
comrade, and charged in the death of trooper 
Forester. Never in my life have I felt such grief. 
Zayd had vowed to protect me, and to help me to 
get to a safe place, and it was clear that he had lost 
his life, trying to protect both me and Sundiata. 
Although he was also unarmed, and the gun that 
killed trooper Foerster was found under Zayd's 
leg, Sundiata Acoli, who was captured later, was 
also charged with both deaths. Neither Sundiata 
Acoli nor I ever received a fair trial We were both 
convicted in the news media way before our trials. 
No news media was ever permitted to interview 
us, although the New Jersey police and the FBI fed 
stories to the press on a daily basis. In 1977, I was 
convicted by an all- white jury and sentenced to 
life plus 33 years in prison. In 1979, fearing that I 
would be murdered in prison, and knowing that I 
would never receive any justice, I was liberated 
from prison, aided by committed comrades who 
understood the depths of the injustices in my case, 
and who were also extremely fearful for my life. 
The U.S. Senate's 1976 Church 
Commission report on intelligence operations 
inside the USA, revealed that "The FBI has 
attempted covertly to influence the public's per- 
ception of persons and organizations by dissemi- 
nating derogatory information to the press, either 
anonymously or through "friendly" news con- 
tacts." This same policy is evidently still very 
much in effect today. 
On December 24, 1997, The New Jersey 
State called a press conference to announce that 
New Jersey State Police had written a letter to 
Pope John Paul I asking him to intervene on their 
behalf and to aid in having me extradited back to 
New Jersey prisons. The New Jersey State Police 
refused to make their letter public. Knowing that 
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they had probably totally distort the facts, and 
attempted to get the Pope to do the devils work in 
the name of religion, I decided to write the Pope to 
inform him about the reality of "justice" for black 
people in the State of New Jersey and in the United 
States. 

In January of 1998, during the pope's visit 
to Cuba, I agreed to do an interview with NBC 
journalist Ralph Penza around my letter to the 
Pope, about my experiences in New Jersey court 
system, and about the changes I saw in the United 
States and it's treatment of Black people in the last 
25 years. I agreed to do this interview because I 
saw this secret letter to the Pope as a vicious, vul- 
gar, publicity maneuver on the part of the New 
Jersey State Police, and as a cynical attempt to 
manipulate Pope John Paul II. I have lived in Cuba 
for many years, and was completely out of touch 
with the sensationalist, dishonest, nature of the 
establishment media today. It is worse today than 
it was 30 years ago. After years of being victim- 
ized by the "establishment" media it was naive of 
me to hope that I might finally get the opportunity 
to tell "my side of the story." Instead of an inter- 
view with me, what took place was a "staged 
media event" in three parts, full of distortions, 
inaccuracies and outright. lies. NBC purposely 
misrepresented the facts. Not only did NBC spend 
thousands of dollars promoting this "exclusive 
interview series" on NBC, they also spent a great 
deal of money advertising this "exclusive inter- 
view" on black radio stations and also placed 
notices in local newspapers. 

DISTORTIONS AND LIES IN THE NBC 
SERIES 

In an NBC interview Gov. Whitman was 
quoted as saying that "this has nothing to do with 
race, this had everything to do with crime." Either 
Goy. Whitman is completely unfamiliar with the 
facts in my case, or her sensitivity to racism and to 
the plight of black people and other people of color 
in the United States is at a sub-zero level. In 1973 
the trial in Middlesex County had to be stopped 
because of the overwhelming racism expressed in 
the jury room. The court was finally forced to rule 
that the entire jury panel had been contaminated 
by racist_ comm ents like "If she's she's 
MEA In an obvious effort to prevent us 
being tried by "a jury of our peers the New Jersey 
courts ordered that a jury be selected from Morris 
County, New Jersey where only 2.2 percent of the 
population was black and 97.5 percent of potential 
jurors were white. In a study done in Morris 
County, one of the wealthiest counties in the coun- 
try, 92 percent of the registered voters said that 
they were familiar with the case through the news 
media, and 72 percent believed we were guilty 
based on pretrial publicity. During the jury selec- 
tion process in Morris County, white supremacists 
from the National Social White People's Party, 
wearing Swastikas, demonstrated carrying signs 
reading "SUPPORT WHITE POLICE." The trial 
was later moved back to Middlesex County where 
70 percent thought I was guilty based on pretrial 
publicity I was tried by an all-white jury, where the 
presumption of innocence was not the criteria for 
jury selection. Potential jurors were merely asked 
if they could "put their prejudices aside, and "ren- 
der a fair verdict." The basic reality in the United 
States is that being black is a crime and black peo- 
ple are always "suspects" and an accusation is usu- ` 
ally a conviction. Most white people still think that 
being a "black militant" or a "black revolutionary" 
is tantamount to being guilty of some kind of 
crime. The current situation in New Jersey's pris- 
ons, underlines the racism that dominates the pol- 
itics of the state of New Jersey, in particular and in 
the U.S. as a whole. Although the population of 
New Jersey is approximately 78 percent white, 
more than 75 percent of New Jersey's prison pop- 
ulation is made up of blacks and Latinos. 80 per- 


cent of the women in Jersey prisons are people of 
color. That may not seem like racism to Gov. 
Whitman, but it reeks of of racism to us. 

The NBC story implied that Governor 
Christie Whitman raised the reward for my capture 
based on my interview with NBC. The fact of the 
matter is that she has been campaigning since she 
was elected into office to double the reward for my 
capture. In 1994, she appointed Col. Carl Williams 
who immediately vowed to make my capture a 
priority. In 1995, Gov. Whitman sought to "match 
a $25,000 departmental appropriation sponsored 
by an "unidentified legislator." I watched a tape of 
Gov. Whitman's "testimony" in her interview with 
NBC. She gave a very dramatic, exaggerated ver- 
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“sion of what happened, but there is no evidence whatsoev- 


er to support her claim that Trooper Foerster had "four bul- 
lets in him at least, and then they got up and with his own 
gun, fired two bullets into his head." She claimed that she 
was writing Janet Reno for federal assistance in my cap- 
ture, based on what she saw in the NBC interview. If this 
is the kind of "information" that is being passed onto Janet 
Reno and the Pope, it is clear that the facts have been total- 
ly distorted. Whitman also claimed that my return to 
prison should be a condition for "normalizing relations 
with Cuba". How did I get so important that my life can 
determine the foreign relations between two governments? 
Anybody who knows anything about New Jersey politics 
can be certain that her motives are purely political. She, 
like Torrecelli and several other opportunistic politicians 
in New Jersey came to power, as part- time lobbyists for 
the Batistia faction - soliciting votes from right wing 
Cubans. They want to use my case as a barrier for normal- 
izing relations with Cuba, and as a pretext for maintaining 
the immoral blockade against the Cuban people. 

In what can only be called deliberate deception 
and slander NBC aired a photograph of a woman with a 
gun in her hand implying that the woman in the photo- 
graph was me. I was not, in fact, the woman in the photo- 
graph. The photograph was taken from a highly publicized 
case where I was accused of bank robbery. Not only did I 
voluntarily insist on participating in a lineup, during which 
witnesses selected another woman, but during the trial, 
several witnesses, including the manager of the bank, tes- 
tified that the woman in that photograph was not me. I was 
acquitted of that bank robbery. NBC aired that photograph 
on at least 5 different occasions, representing the woman 
in the photograph as me. How is it possible, that the New 
Jersey State Police, who claim to have a detective working 
full time on my case, Governor of New Jersey Christine 
Whitman, who claimed she reviewed all the "evidence," or 
NBC, which has an extensive research department, did not 
know that the photograph was false? It was a vile, fraudu- 
lent attempt to make me look guilty. NBC deliberately 
misrepresented the truth. Even after many people had 
called in, and there was massive fax, and e-mail campaign 
protesting NBC's mutilation of the facts, Ralph Penza and 
NBC continued to broadcast that photograph, representing 
it as me. Not once have the New Jersey State Police, 
Governor Christine Whitman, or NBC come forth and stat- 
ed that I was not the woman in the photograph, or that I 
had been SaaS of that ea 


truth is that there was a major cover-up as to what hap- 
pened on May 2, 1973. Trooper Harper, the same man who 
shot me with my arms raised in the air, testified that he 
returned to the State Police Headquarters which was less 
than 200 yards away, "To seek aid." However, tape record- 
ings and police reports made on May 2, 1973 prove that 
not only did Trooper Harper give several conflicting state- 
ments about what happened on the turnpike, but he never 
once mentioned the name of Werner Foerster, or the fact 
that the incident took place right in front of the Trooper 
Headquarters. In an effort to hide his tracks and cover his 
guilt he said nothing whatsoever about Foerster to his 
superiors or to his fellow officers. 

In a clear attempt to discredit me, Col. Carl 
Williams of the New Jersey State Police was allowed to 
give blow by blow distortions of my interview. In my 
interview I stated that on the night of May 2, 1973 I was 
shot with my arms in the air, then shot again in the back. 
Williams stated "that is absolutely false. Our records show 
that she reached in her pocketbook, pulled out a nine mil- 
limeter weapon and started firing." However, the claim 
that I reached into my pocketbook and pulled out a gun, 
while inside the car was even contested by trooper Harper. 
Although on three official reports, and when he testified 
before the grand jury he stated that he saw me take a gun 
out of my pocketbook, he finally admitted under cross- 
examination that he never saw me with my hands in a 
pocketbook, never saw me with a weapon inside the car, 
and that he did not see me shoot him. 

The truth is that I was examined by 3 medical 
specialists: 

(1) A Neurologist who testified that I was imme- 
diately paralyzed immediately after the being shot. 

(2) A Surgeon who testified that "It was absolute- 
ly anatomically necessary that both arms be in the air for 
Mrs. Chesimard to receive the wounds." The same surgeon 
also testified that the claim by Trooper Harper that I had 
been crouching in a firing position when I was shot was 
"totally anatomically impossible." 

(3) A Pathologist who testified that "There is no 
conceivable way that it [the bullet] could have traveled 
over to hit the clavicle if her arm was down." he said "It 
was impossible to have that trajectory" 

The prosecutors presented no medical testimony 
whatsoever to refute the above medical evidence. 

No evidence whatsoever was ever presented that 
I had a 9-millimeter weapon, in fact New Jersey State 


left trooper Werner gestern the Ponds to die. The 


Police testified that the 9-millimeter weapon belonged to 
Zayd Malik Shakur based on a holster fitting the weapon 
that they was recovered from his body. 

There were no fingerprints, or any other evidence 
whatsoever that linked me to any guns or ammunition. 

The results of the Neutron Activation test to 
determine whether or not I had fired a weapon were nega- 
tive. 

Although Col. Williams refers to us as the "crim- 
inal element" neither Zayd, or Sundiata Acoli or I were 
criminals, we were political activists. I was a college stu- 
dent until the police kicked down my door in an effort to 
force me to "cooperate" with them and Sundiata Acoli was 
a computer expert who had worked for NASA, before he 
joined the Black Panther Party and was targeted by COIN- 
TELPRO. 

In an obvious maneuver to provoke sympathy for 
the police, the NBC series juxtaposed my interview with 
the weeping widow of Werner Foerster. While I can sym- 
pathize with her grief, I believe that her appearance was 
deliberately included to appeal to people's emotions, to 
blur the facts, to make me look like a villain, and to create 
the kind of lynch mob mentality that has historically been 
associated with white women portrayed as victims of 
black people. In essence the supposed interview with me 
became a forum for the New State Police, Foerster's 
widow, and the obviously hostile commentary of Ralph 
Penza. The two initial programs together lasted 3.5 min- 
utes - me - 59 seconds, the widow 50 seconds, the state 
police 38 seconds, and Penza - 68 seconds. Not once in the 
interview was I ever asked about Zayd, Sundiata or their 
families. As the interview went on, it was painfully evi- 
dent that Ralph Pénza would never see me as a human 
being. Although I tried to talk about racism and about the 
victims of government and police repression, it was clear 
that he was totally uninterested. 

I have stated publicly on various occasions that I 
was ashamed of participating in my trial in New Jersey 
trial because it was so racist, but I did testify. Even though 
I was extremely limited by the judge, as to what I could 
testfy about, I testified as clearly as I could about what 
happened that night. After being almost fatally wounded I 
managed to climb in the back seat of the car to get away 
from the shooting. Sundiata drove the car five miles down 
the road carried me into a grassy area because he was 
afraid that the police would see the car parked on the side 


of the road and just start shooting into it again. Yes, it was 


s ‘dc wn theshighway” where I was* captured, 


esed out of the car, stomped and then left on the 


ground. Although I drifted in and out of consciousness I 
remember clearly that both while I was lying on the 
ground, and while I was in the ambulance, I kept hearing 
the State troopers ask "is she dead yet?" Because of my 
condition I have no independent recollection of how long 
I was on the ground, or how long it was before the ambu- 
lance was allowed to leave for the hospital, but in the trial 
transcript trooper Harper stated that it was while he was 
being questioned, some time after 2:00 am that a detective 
told him that I had just been brought into the hospital. I 
was the only live "suspect" in custody, and prior to that 
time Harper, had never told anyone that a woman had shot 
him. 

As I watched Governor Whitman's interview the 
one thing that struck me was her "outrage" at my joy about 
being a grandmother, and my "quite nice life" as she put it 
here in Cuba. While I love the Cuban people and the soli- 
darity they have shown me, the pain of being torn away 
from everybody I love has been intense. I have never had 
the opportunity to see or to hold my grandchild. If Gov. 
Whitman thinks that my life has been so nice, that 50 years 
of dealing with racism, poverty, persecution, brutality, 
prison, underground, exile and blatant lies has been so 
nice, then I'd be more than happy to let her walk in my 
shoes for a while so she can get a taste of how it feels. I am 
a proud black woman, and I'm not about to get on the tele- 
vision and cry for Ralph Penza or any other journalist, but 
the way I have suffered in my lifetime, and the way my 
people have suffered, only god can bear witness to. 

Col. Williams of the New Jersey State Police stat- 
ed "we would do everything we could go get her off the 
island of Cuba and if that includes kidnaping, we would do 
it." I guess the theory is that if they could kidnap millions 
of Africans from Africa 400 years ago, they should be able 
to kidnap one African woman today. It is nothing but an 
attempt to bring about the re-incarnation of the Fugitive 
Slave Act. All I represent is just another slave that they 
want to bring back to the plantation. Well, I might be a 
slave, but I will go to my grave a rebellious slave. I am and 
I feel like a maroon woman. I will never voluntarily accept 
the condition of slavery, whether it's de-facto or ipso-facto, 
official, or unofficial. In another recent interview, 
Williams talked about asking the federal government to 
add to the $50,000 reward for my capture. He also talked 
about seeking "outside money, or something like that, a 
benefactor, whatever." Now who is he looking to "con- 
tribute" to that "cause"? The Ku Klux Klan, the Neo Nazi 


even EeP He says that the money Eos lure bounty 
hunters. "There are individuals out there, I guess they call 
themselves ‘soldiers of fortune’ who might be interested in 
doing something, in turning her over to us" Well, in the old 
days they used to call them slave-catchers, trackers, or pat- 
ter-rollers, now they are called mercenaries. Neither the 
governor nor the state police say one word about "justice." 
They have no moral authority to do so. The level of their 
moral and ethical bankruptcy is evident in their eagerness 
to not only break the law and hire hoodlums, all in the 
name of "law and order." But you know what gets to me, 
what makes me truly indignant? With the schools in 
Paterson, N.J. falling down, with areas of Newark looking 
like a disaster area, with the crack epidemic, with the wide 
spread poverty and unemployment in New Jersey, these 
depraved, decadent, would-be slave-masters want federal 
funds to help put this "nigger wench" back in her place. 
They call me the "most wanted woman" in Amerika. I find 
that ironic. I've never felt very "wanted" before. When it 
came to jobs, I was never the "most wanted,” when it came 
to "economic opportunities I was never the "most wanted, 
when it came to decent housing." It seems like the only 
time Black people are on the "most wanted" list is when 
they want to put us in prison. 

But at this moment, I am not so concerned about 
myself. Everybody has to die sometime, and all I want is 
to go with dignity. I am more concerned about the grow- 
ing poverty, the growing despair that is rife in Amerika. I 
am more concerned about our younger generations, who 
represent our future. I am more concerned that one-third of 
young black are either in prison or under the 
jurisdiction of the "criminal in-justice system." I am more 
concerned about the rise of the prison industrial complex 
that is turning our people into slaves again. I am more con- 
cerned about the repression, the police brutality, violence, 
the rising wave of racism that makes up the political land- 
scape of the U.S. today. Our young people deserve a 
future, and I consider it the mandate of my ancestors to be 
part of the struggle to insure that they have one. They have 
the right to live free from political repression. The U.S. is 
becoming more and more of a police state and that fact 
compels us to fight against political repression. I urge you 
all, every single person who reads this statement, to fight 
to free all political prisoners. As the concentration camps 
in the U.S. turn into death camps, I urge you to fight to 
abolish the death penalty. I make a special, urgent appeal 


to you to fight to save the life of Mumia Abu-Jamaljithe === 


only political prisoner who is currently on death row. 

It has been a long time since I have lived inside 
the United States. But during my lifetime I have seen 
every prominent black leader, politician or activist come 
under attack by the establishment media. When African - 
Americans appear on news programs they are usually talk- 
ing about sports, entertainment or they are in handcuffs. 
When we have a protest they ridicule it, minimized it, or 
cut the numbers of the people who attended in half. The 
news is big business and it is owned operated by affluent 
white men. Unfortunately, they shape the way that many 
people see the world, and even the way people see them- 
selves. Too often black journalists, and other journalists of 
color mimic their white counterparts. They often gear their 
reports to reflect the 
foreign policies and the domestic policies of the same peo- 
ple who are oppressing their people. In the establishment 
media, the bombing and of murder of thousands of inno- 
cent women and children in Libya or Iraq or Panama is 
seen as "patriotic," while those who fight for freedom, no 
matter where they are, are seen as "radicals," "extremists," 
or "terrorists." 

Like most poor and oppressed people in the 
United States, I do not have a voice. Black people, poor 
people in the U.S. have no real freedom of speech, no real 
freedom of expression and very little freedom of the press. 
The black press and the progressive media has historically 
played an essential role in the struggle for social justice. 
We need to continue and to expand that tradition. We need 
to create media outlets that help to educate our people and 
our children, and not annihilate their minds. I am only one 
woman. I own no TV stations, or Radio Stations or 
Newspapers. But I feel that people need to be educated as 
to what is going on, and to understand the connection 
between the news media and the instruments of repression 
in Amerika. All I have is my voice, my spirit and the will 
to tell the truth. But I sincerely ask, those of you in the 
Black media, those of you in the progressive media, those 
of you who believe in truth freedom, To publish this state- 
ment and to let people know what is happening. We have 
no voice, so you must be the voice of the voiceless. 

Free all Political Prisoners, 

I send you Love and Revolutionary Greetings From Cuba, 
One of the Largest, Most Resistant and Most Courageous 
Palenques (Maroon Camps) That has ever existed on the 
Face of this Planet. 

Assata Shakur 

Havana, Cuba 


